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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The specification has not been checked to the extent necessary to detemiine the 
presence of all possible minor errors. Applicant's cooperation is requested in correcting 
any errors of which applicant may become aware in the specification. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 21 objected to because of the following informalities: the last line of 
claim 21 should read "least" not "lease". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 10 - 1 1 , 17, 21 , 23, 28 - 31 , 35, 53, 59, 62, and 65 - 72 rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Van Wormer (US Patent 5,154,314). 
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5. In regards to claims 10, 65 - 66, Van Wormer discloses in a relationship 
between a fluid supplier and a user, a method of distributing an industrial fluid, the 
method comprising: 

providing at the user's location a fluid container having contained therein a 
volume of an industrial fluid, wherein the fluid container and the industrial fluid contained 
therein are owned by the fluid supplier, and wherein the fluid container at the user's 
location is isolated from a bulk supply of the fluid (Col 4 Line 6); 

allowing the user to dispense, with a hand-operated dispensing device, an 
amount of the industrial fluid from the fluid container (Col 4 Lines 7); 

as the amount of industrial fluid is being dispensed from the fluid container, 
determining the amount of industrial fluid dispensed (Col 4 Lines 32 - 36); 

transmitting, to a control computer at the user's location, data about the fluid 
dispensed from the fluid container (Col 4 Lines 39 - 43); and 

accounting for the industrial fluid dispensed from the fluid container, wherein 
accounting for the industrial fluid dispensed from the fluid container comprises 
transmitting, from a web server to a web browser on a client computer operated by the 
fluid supplier, at least some of the data about the industrial fluid about the industrial fluid 
dispensed from the fluid container (Col 4 Lines 39 - 43, 60 - 62). 

6. In regards to claim 11, Van Wormer discloses wherein providing at the user's 
location a fluid container having contained therein an industrial fluid comprises 
transporting the fluid container to the user's location while the fluid container has 
contained therein the industrial fluid (inherently included see also Col. 4 Lines 4 - 5). 
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7. In regards to claim 17, Van Wormer discloses wherein accounting for the 
industrial fluid dispensed from the fluid container comprises communicating to the fluid 
supplier information about the industrial fluid dispensed from the fluid container (Col 4 
Lines 39 - 43). 

8. In regards to claims 21, 23, 53, 59, 62, 67 - 68, and 71 - 72, Van Wormer 

discloses in a relationship between a fluid supplier and a user, a method of distributing 
fluids, the method comprising: 

providing, at a user's location, a control computer configured to receive data 
about dispensed fluids (Col 4 Lines 39 - 43); 

providing a fluid distribution station at the user's location, the fluid distribution 
station being configured to be coupled with one or more fluid containers, the fluid 
distribution station comprising a data communication interface that is configured to 
communicate with the control computer at the user's location, the fluid distribution 
station further comprising a dispensing device that dispenses fluid from the one or more 
fluid containers and a metering device that measures fluid dispensed form the one or 
more fluid container (Col 4 Lines 39 - 43, 60 - 62; Col 1 1 Lines 57 - 59, 60 - 63; Col 
12 Lines 34 -40); 

providing one or more fluid container, each of the one or more fluid containers 
having disposed therein a volume of a fluid for distribution, the fluid being owned by the 
fluid suppler, wherein the one or more fluid containers are isolated from a bulk supply of 
the fluid (Col 4 Line 6); 
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coupling the one or more fluid containers with the fluid distribution station, such 
that the fluid distribution station and is in fluid communication with each of the one or 
more fluid container (Col 4 Lines 8 - 28); 

allowing the user to dispense an amount of fluid from one of the one or more fluid 
container, using the dispensing device (Col 4 Lines 7 - 54); 

as the fluid is being dispensed, detemiining with the fluid distribution station the 
amount of fluid dispensed from the fluid container (Col 4 Lines 32 - 36); 

transmitting, from the fluid distribution station and to the control computer, data 
about the dispensed fluid (Col 4 Lines 39 - 43); . 

receiving, at the control computer, the data about the dispensed fluid (Col 4 
Lines 37 - 54); and 

communicating to the fluid supplier, via a web server, at least some of the data 
about the dispensed fluid (Col 4 Lines 37 - 54). 

9. In regards to claim 28, Van Wormer discloses wherein the distribution station is 
mobile (Col 1 1 Lines 57 - 59). 

10. In regards to claim 29, Van Wormer discloses wherein the fluid distribution 
station comprises means for locomotion (Col 1 1 Lines 57 - 59). 

11. In regards to claims 35, and 69 - 70, Van Wormer discloses a method of 
dispensing an industrial fluid, the method comprising: 

providing at a user's location a fluid distribution station, the fluid distribution 
station being configured to be coupled with at least one fluid container, the fluid 
distribution station comprising a data communication interface that is configured to 
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communicate with a control computer remote form the fluid distribution station, the fluid 
distribution station further comprising a hand-operated dispensing device that dispensed 
fluid from the fluid container and a metering device that measures fluid dispensed form 
the fluid container (Col 4 Lines 39 ~ 43,60 - 62; Col 11 Lines 57 - 59, 60 - 63; Col 12 
Lines 34 - 40); 

providing, at the user's location, a control computer that is remote from the fluid 
distribution station, the control computer being configured to communicate, via wireless 
communication, with the fluid distribution station, the control computer being further 
configured to communicate, via a web server, with a client computer operated by the 
fluid supplier (Col 4 Lines 37 - 54); 

coupling a fluid container with the fluid distribution station, such that the fluid 
distributions station and the fluid container are in fluid communication, the fluid 
container having contained therein a volume of an industrial fluid owned by a fluid 
supplier, the fluid container being located at the user's location and isolated from a bulk 
supply of the fluid (Col 4 Lines 3 - 7, 37 - 54); 

dispensing an amount of fluid from the fluid container using the fluid distribution 
station (Col 4 Lines 7 - 54); 

as the fluid is being dispensed, determining with the fluid distribution station the 
amount of fluid dispensed form the fluid container (Col 4 Lines 32 - 36); 

transmitting, from the fluid distribution station and to the control computer, 
infomnation about the fluid dispensed from the fluid container (Col 4 Lines 37 - 54); and 
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transmitting, from the control computer, via a web server, to the client computer, 
at least some of the information about the fluid dispensed from the fluid container (Col 4 
Lines 37 - 54). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

12. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

13. Claims 12 - 14, 18 - 20, 24 - 26, and 32 - 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 



103(a) as being unpatentable over Van Wormer (US Patent 5,154,314). 
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14. In regards to claim 12-14 and 24, Van Wormer fails to disclose the type of 
fluids as discussed in claims 12 - 14 and 24. 

However, the Examiner asserts that it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention that various types of industrial fluids 
can be used in the method and system of Van Wormer. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Van Wormer that any type of fluid, 
either in gaseous or liquid fonn, can be used. 

1 5. In regards to claims 18 and 25, Van Wormer fails to disclose how the 
determination of accounting for the amount of industrial fluid remaining in the fluid 
container. 

However, the Examiner asserts it is old and well known to determine the amount 
of fluid dispensed in a container when the container has a given volume. That is to say, 
a supplier is aware of the type of containers that it ships and the weight or pressure of 
the container when the container is full. One of ordinary skill in the art would know how 
to detemriine the amount of fluid dispensed by subtracting the amount left in the 
container from the amount delivered to the user, and vice versa. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Van Wormer for one of ordinary skill 
in to art to determine the amount of fluid remaining in the container since the original 
amount and the amount dispensed are both known. 
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16. In regards to claim 19, Van Wormer discloses wherein accounting for the 
amount of industrial fluid dispensed form the fluid container further comprises, if the 
amount of industrial fluid remaining in the fluid container is less than an threshold value, 
recording an order for additional Industrial fluid (Col 10 Lines 7-12). 

17. In regards to claim 20, Van Wormer discloses wherein recording an order for 
additional industrial fluid comprises recording an order for an additional fluid container 
having contained therein the industrial fluid (Col 10 Lines 26 - 28). 

1 8. In regards to claim 26, Van Wormer discloses communicating to the fluid 
supplier the amount of fluid dispensed, as discussed above. As a result, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art that the amount remaining In the fluid 
container is indirectly transmitted as well. 

1 9. In regards to claims 32 - 34, Van Wormer discloses transmitting from the 
control computer an authorization to dispense, fluid from the fluid container, wherein the 
authorization to dispense fluid from the fluid container specifies an amount of fluid to be 
dispensed, and discloses transmitting from the fluid distribution station a request for an 
authorization to dispense fluid from the fluid container. 

20. Claims 15, 22, and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Van Wormer (US Patent 5,154,314) in view of Hatton (US Patent 
6,382,032 B1). 

21 . In regards to claims 15, 22, and 58, Van Wormer falls to disclose wherein 
accounting for the industrial fluid dispensed from the fluid container comprises 
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transferring from the fluid supplier ownership of the industrial fluid dispensed from the 
fluid container. 

However, Hatton discloses that it is old and well known to transfer ownership for 
the material product in a flow stream, i.e. when metering the amount of fluid being 
consumed by a user (Col. 1 Lines 27 - 31). Such a method of metering provides an 
accuracy suitable for contract sale of gaseous products such that not significant cost 
error occurs in a contract sale. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to apply the teaching of transferring ownership, as taught by 
Hatton, to the Van Wormer in order to prevent any significant monetary cost error. 

22. Claims 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Van 
Wormer (US Patent 5,154,314) in view of Official Notice. 

23. In regards to claim 16, Van Wormer fails to disclose wherein accounting for the 
industrial fluid dispensed from the fluid container comprises billing the user for the 
industrial fluid dispensed from the fluid container. 

However, Official Notice is taken that it is old and well known for an individual to 
be billed for the consumption of a product.. It is asserted that one having ordinary skill 
in the art would have found it obvious from the teachings of Van Wormer for the user to 
be charged for the fluid that was dispensed since it is an old and well known business 
practice. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention for Van Wormer in view of Official Notice to bill the user for 
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the industrial fluid dispensed fomn the fluid container since it is an old and well known 
business practice to charge an individual for the consumption of a product. 

24. Claims 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Van 
Wormer (US Patent 5,154,314) in view of Safeway 
f httD://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi hb4331/is 200006/ai n1 5097473) . 

25. In regards to claim 27, Van Wormer discloses providing a fluid distribution 
station (Col 11 Lines 57 - 59). 

However, Van Wormer fails to disclose leasing the fluid distribution station. 

Safeway, however, discloses that it is old and well known to lease distribution 
centers fhttp://findarticles.com/D/articles/mi hb4331/is 200006/ai n1 5097473) . 
Although, Safeway does not disclose a fluid distribution station it can be appreciated 
that the concept of leasing out equipment/property Is an old and well-known business 
practice so that a supplier would be able to focus on its business. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Van Wormer in view of the teachings Safeway to 
lease a fluid distribution station in order for a supplier to focus on its business. 

Van Wormer discloses the use of gas station pumps and their role is dispensing 
gasoline/diesel to users (Col. 2 Lines 24 - 43). As a result, Official Notice is taken that 
it is old and well known to transmit an authorization to a fluid container/fluid distribution 
station to dispense fluid, such as from a gas station pump. That is to say, that it is old 
and well known for a user to request authorization to pump at a gas station pump if the 
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credit card used to make the payment is accepted, as well as tall<ing to a gas station 
manager to authorize a pump to dispense fluid in the event that a user is paying in cash. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to modify Van Wormer in view of Official Notice to provide a 
fluid container/fluid distribution station that requires authorization to dispense a fluid in 
order to provide a type of security to the fluid supplier in that the fluid will only be 
dispensed if specific criteria have been met, such as making necessary payments. 

26. Claims 36 - 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Van Wormer (US Patent 5,154,314) in view of Benson (US Patent 5,494,191). 

27. In regards to claim 36 - 38, Van Wormer discloses: 
coupling a second container with the fluid distribution station; 
pressurizing the second container with a gas; and 
dispensing the gas from the second container 

Benson discloses that it is old and well known for fluid dispensing units to have a 
second container with a fluid distribution station and pressurizing the second container 
with a gas (Col. 4 Lines 22 - 26). Furthemiore, it is old and well known to provide 
some type of pressure source to be fed into a container that is dispensing a liquid in 
order to prevent the dispensing container from collapsing as the fluid is dispensed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention in view of the teachings of Benson that the fluid dispensing 
units as taught by Van Wormer are old and well known to have a second container 
coupled to the fluid distribution station in order for the fluid distribution to have some 
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type of positive pressure within its container and prevent any negative pressure from 
building up and preventing tlie container from collapsing. 

Response to Arguments 

28. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 10-64 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

29. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure can be found in the PTO-892 Notice of References Cited. 

30. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gerardo Araque Jr. whose telephone number is 
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(571)272-3747. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30AM - 



If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Infomnation regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



4:00PM. 
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12/23/07 




DENNIS RUHL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



